
Y ou are standing in an historic spot! Whether you travel from the top of the Historic Wagon Route to the bottom, or from the bottom to the 

top, you tread in the footsteps of those who came before. A fault divides the southern end of the Teton Range from the northern part of 

the Snake River Range. For thousands of years this break in the mountains, Teton Pass, has been the best route for travel into and out of Jackson 

Hole. This place and these mountains have influenced how peopleðfrom American Indians to modern recreational enthusiastsðhave lived, worked, 

and played in Jackson Hole. As you explore the Historic Wagon Route think about how the natural worldðwater, geography, topography, plant and 

animal life, weather and climateðinfluenced the history of this region. You, too, may be influenced by Teton Pass and the legacy of those you    

follow. 

 Buck-and-Rail Fences: Cowboys herded cattle 

through steep terrain 
 

The steep terrain on this section of the Historic Wagon Route required 

ranchers to build buck-and-rail fences. These fences prevented cattle 

from dropping down to the creek. Cattle passed through here single file 

with cowboys guiding them. Sixty percent of all cattle raised in Jackson 

traversed Teton Pass to get to the railroad in Victor. This wagon road 

witnessed numerous cattle drives until the railhead in Victor closed in 

the 1970s.   

 Winter on the Pass: Harsh conditions challenged travelers 
 

The natural environment made traveling Teton Pass challengingðespecially 

during winter. Yet by 1905 this Historic Wagon Route was used enough to keep 

the snow road "broke out" all winter, despite storms that could drop as many as 

fifteen feet of snow. Horse-drawn sleds carried people and supplies over the 

pass from Victor to Wilson. Horses would get stuck up to their bellies, and 

word has it that going down was easier than coming up!  

 The Corduroy Bridge: Using native materials to  

negotiate the natural world 
 

Take a look around you and notice the wet areas. High mountain springs 

and wet seeps created deep mud holes on this well-traveled path. Settlers 

cut down trees and laid 

Historic Wagon Route 

 Winter on the Pass 

 Buck-and-Rail Fences 

 The Corduroy Bridge 

 Reed Hotel Rock 

 Glory Bowl Slide  

 Cattle Corrals 

 Mail Carriers 

 Mountain Men 

 Bucket Springs 
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 Roadhouse: The roadhouse at the summit of Teton 

Pass offered travelers a place to rest 

Sign on top of Teton Pass welcoming 

people to Jackson Hole 

This is a non-motorized 3 mile trail open to 

horse and foot traffic only. No bikes allowed.  
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A corduroy bridge allowed travelers of Teton Pass 

to cross wet, muddy spots on the trail. 
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Cowboys and horses driving cattle across an open meadow 
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Summer travel on the pass 

Please reference the free Teton Trail Map for additional trail information 
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 Extra teams of horses were needed to pull sleds up Teton Pass in winter 
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Parking 

Historic Marker  

Streams 

Connecting Trail 

the logs across mud 

holes to harden the 

tread,  allowing 

horses and wagons 

to get through the 

mud. These struc-

tures are called 

corduroy bridges. 

American Indians: Eastern Shoshone and 

Shoshone Bannock tribes used Teton Pass 
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